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_ The History of Raggedy Ann 


Pag 


One day, a little girl named Marcella discovered an old rag doll in her attic. 
_ Because Marcella was often ill and had to spend much of her time at home, | 
her father, a writer named Johnny Gruelle, looked for ways to keep her — 
a entertained. He was inspired by Marcella’s rag doll, which had bright 
ee shoe- button eyes. and red yarn hair. The doll became known as Raggedy Ann. 


Knowing how mach Marcella uibied Raggedy Ann, Johnny Grell wrote — 
stories about the doll. He later collected the stories he had written for 
Marcella and published them in a series of books. He gave Raggedy Ann a 
brother, Raggedy Andy, and over the years the two rag dolls 
ee many friends. 


Raggedy Ann has been an important part of Americana for more than half a 

~ century, as well as a treasured friend to many generations of readers. After all 

she is much more than a rag doll—she is a symbol of caring and love, of 

compassion and generosity. Her magical world is one that promises to delight 
: children of all ages for years to come. 
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Une day Raggedy Ann 
and Andy were walking in 
the deep, deep woods 
when they met their friend, 
the Camel with the 
wrinkled knees. 

The Camel’s legs were so 
wrinkled and soft 
that he seemed almost to 
fall every time he took a step. 
“Wup!” Raggedy Andy said, 
as he helped the Camel 
sit down. “You almost fell over 
that time.” 
“Indeed I did,” said the Camel. 
“My legs aren’t what 


they used to be.” 














Raggedy Ann tried to smooth out the wrinkles in the 
Camel’s knees, but he smiled and said, 

“That won't do a bit of good. When I was brand new, I had 
sticks inside each leg to keep them straight. After a few weeks 
the sticks poked through my legs, so the mother of the little boy 
who played with me pulled them out. Now my knees are saggy 
and soft, but I’m much more comfortable when I lie down.” 





Raggedy Ann felt her candy heart go thump, thump, for 


she was glad to hear the Camel’s story. “Maybe you can help 
us,” she said. “Last night we heard footsteps in the nursery. 
Now our friend Babette, the French doll, is gone. We don’t 
know where she is.” 

The Camel scratched his head with his floppiest leg. 
“Maybe I can help you,” he said. 
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Then Raggedy Andy picked up a small stone, no bigger than 
a pea. He threw it softly into the tent, so it bounced off one 
pirate’s shoe. 

“Ow!” the pirate howled. “Who hit me?” 

Raggedy Andy threw another tiny pebble, and suddenly the 
pirates decided that it would be safer outside the tent. There 
was a jam at the doorway, and the pirates all fell in a tangle of 
arms, legs, and heads, pulling the tent down with them. 
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Raggedy Ann quickly reached under the fallen tent and 
found Babette. She was unhurt and very happy to see her 


friends. 


The tired old horse turned to the pirates, who had just 
stopped fighting. “Now you must promise to reform and not be 
pirates and kidnappers anymore. And then I'll give you each a 
lollipop.” He knew that the pirates had nothing to eat all day 


but bread and butter and pickles. He held twelve lollipops high, 
so the pirates could not reach them. 
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“vl sto being a pirate tt Bs a plumber,” 






_ cried one pirate. 
_ “TI stop and go into the garage business,” 
_ another , Diels abe utoe 





Soon the boat came to rest in the dolls’ backyard. Raggedy 
Ann, Raggedy Andy, and Babette said good-bye to their friends 
and crept into their playroom, where all the other dolls were 
sound asleep. They climbed into their beds, bounced up and 
down once, and smiled. Then they fell asleep, too. 
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One day while Raggedy Ann and Andy are walking in the woods 
they meet up with their friend, the Camel with the wrinkled knees. 
Together they so in search of Babette, the doll who is missing from | 
the nursery. Along the way they come across an old horse and | 
twelve angry pirates—but will they ever find Babette? 





In this new version of a classic, retold for young children, Raggedy Ann © 
and the other dolls in the nursery come to life with humor and spirit. 
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